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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

NGO et al. (5,933.150) in view of KROITOR (5.854.634). 

As per claim 1 , Ngo teaches the claimed "electronic display system operative to 
facilitate interactive graphical interface animation by a user"*, comprising: 

"a central processing unit, coupled to a system bus; a memory unit coupled 
to the system bus and having loaded therein an operating system, application programs 
and computer-executable instructions" (Ngo, column 5, lines 46-67) for: 

"inserting a desired image onto a first window" (Ngo, a simple stick 
figure; column 6, lines 8-10); 

"inserting anchors onto a second window by, for each anchor, selecting a 
desired pose from a plurality of predetermined poses" (Ngo, the state space; column 6, 
lines 47-67); and 

"a display unit coupled to the system bus" (Ngo, display 128); 

"a cursor control unit arranged to provide signals to control movement of 
a cursor on the display unit" (Ngo, the cursor control 126); and 

"the system bus, for linking the central processing unit, the display unit, the 
memory unit, and the cursor control unit" (Ngo. the internal bus 122). 
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It is noted that Ngo does not explicitly teach "upon a cursor being dragged over 
the second window to a desired anchor, additively applying characteristics for the 
desired anchor to the desired image based on a proximity of the cursor to the desired 
dot anchor." Ngo teaches that any point within the state zones is a combination of the 
poses according to the vertices of the zones (Ngo, column 7, lines 15-30). Kroitor 
teaches that the cursor is used to drag or move the points within the state zones 
(Kroitor, column 6, lines 24-46). It would have been obvious in view of the teaching of 
Kroitor to user Ngo's cursor to move or drag the position of the animated character 
staters point within its state control zone because such continuous moving or dragging 
continuous transformations of the image poses constructed from a source poses 
(Kroitor, column 7, lines 36-52). 

Claim 2 adds into claim 1 "the characteristics for the anchors are at least one of 
facial expressions; poses; and camera positions" (Ngo, figures 2A-2D). 

Claim 3 adds into claim 1 "a computer display system" (Ngo, the computer 
system; figure 1 ; column 5, lines 46-67), 

Claim 4 adds into claim 1 "combining a plurality of desired anchors to form a 
compound anchor** (Ngo, column 7, lines 15-30). 

Claim 5 adds into claim 1 the selection of a desired image to be inserted onto 
the first window (Ngo, column 22, lines 24-50; or Kroiter. the source poses). It is noted 
that the cited references do not teach the desired image or model is listed on "a palette 
in a third window shown on the display unit" as claimed. However, it would have been 
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obvious to list the items on a pallete for a user to select one of these items (official 
notice) because it provides a visual perception of the selected items to the user in 
selection process. 

Claims 6-10 claim a method based on the system of claims 1-5; therefore, they 
are rejected under the same reason. 

Claims 11-14 claim a computer readable medium to store the computer 
instructions to perform the functions of the system in claims 1-5; therefore, they are 
rejected under the same reason. 

As per claim 16, Ngo teaches the claimed "method for facilitating animation using a 
graphics-based graphical user interface", comprising the steps of: 

"a pointer is position over an arrangement of a plurality of anchors in a 
controller window wherein each anchor represents a displacement of a state of a 
graphics-based object from a base state" (Ngo, column 8, lines 30-54); and 
"redrawing/updating the base state of the object in a display window in accordance with 
the proximity of the pointer to the anchors as the pointer is placed over the controller 
window" (Ngo, any point within the state zones is a combination of the poses according 
to the vertices of the zones; Ngo, column 7, lines 15-30). 

It is noted that Ngo does not explicitly teach "a cursor being dragged over the 
anchor zone." Kroitor teaches that the cursor is used to drag or move the points within 
the state zones (Kroitor, column 6, lines 24-46). It would have been obvious in view of 
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the teaching of Kroitor to user Ngo's cursor to move or drag the position of the animated 
character state's point within its state control zone because such continuous moving or 
dragging continuous transformations of the image poses constructed from a source 
poses (Kroitor, column 7, lines 36-52). 

Claim 16 adds into claim 15 "positions of the plurality of anchors in the 
controller window are set by the user'* (Ngo, the designer; column 7, lines 60-61). 

Claim 17 adds into claim 16 "the user uses the pointer to position the 
plurality of anchors" (Ngo, the set up of state zone; column 7, lines 60-66; see also 
Kroitor, column 7, lines 15-17). 

Claim 18 adds into claim 17 "each target has a predetermined area of influence 
that is used to determine, based on a position of the pointer, the displacement to be 
applied to the graphics-based object" (Ngo, column 7, lines 15-59; see also Kroitor, 
column 8, lines 40-61). 

Claim 19 adds into claim 15 the state of the object is redrawn/updated by putting 
the graphics-based object into a default base state when a position of the pointer 
changes, then applying anchors to the object based on a weighting of each anchor, 
wherein the weighting is calculated based on the displacement of the pointer from the 
anchor" (Ngo, column 7, lines 15-59; see also Kroitor, column 8, lines 40-61). 



Application/Control Number: 09/672,475 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2628 

Claim 20 adds into claim 15 "each redrawing/updating of the base state of the 
graphics-based object is recorded to provide an animation path" (Ngo, column 8, line 56 
to column 9, line 7; see also Kroitor, column 8. line 62 to column 9, line 64). 

Claim 21 adds into claim 15 "the animation path is editable" (Ngo, column 7. 
lines 61-66; Kroitor, column 11, lines 22-31). 

Claim 22 adds into claim 15 "multiple anchors with individual weightings are applied 
simultaneously" (Ngo, column 7, lines 15-30; see also Kroitor, column 7, lines 56-61). 

Claims 23-30 claim a computer readable medium storing the computer 
instructions to perform the steps of claims 15-22; therefore, they are rejected under the 
same reason. 

Due to new grounds of the rejection, this action has been made NON-FINAL. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phu K. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571 ) 272 
7645. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Razavi can be reached on (571) 272 7664. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Phu K. Nguyen 
November 10, 2006 
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